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How to Paint a Realistic Miniature
Thanksgiving Turkey

For this project, I decided to make a realistic

miniature Thanksgiving ‘I'url(ey as the centerpiece

of a com|o|e‘|'e dollhouse |'\o|ic|ay dinner.

Rather than scu||o'l'in8 the entire bird from
|oo|ymer c|ay, I started with a 3D‘|orin+eo| model

and used |0\yers of acry|ic paint to transform it

info a realistic miniature roast +ur|<ey.

Materials and Sulgphes

o 3D‘|or*in‘|'eo| miniature ‘|‘ur*|<ey model (STL file Iourcl'\ased from MiniJackWitcher on
E‘l‘sy)

e Filament 3D printer, or dccess to a suitable 3D‘|orin+eo| model

. LigH‘cdored acrylic craft paint for the base coat

¢ Acrylic craft paints in shades of golden yellow, tan, amber, and brown

* Small paintbrushes for |ayer~in3 and o|e+qi|in3

e Fine textured sponge (I used a thin pottery sponge)

e Toothbrush

o Pho‘fogrdphs of real oven-roasted ‘I'ur*l(eys for color inspiration

e (lear craft spray varnish

e Protective covering for your work surface (If needed)

Origincxl 3D Model: Roast Turkey with quing Trdy_loy MiniJ ackiNitcher on E‘I‘sy.
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/4379227863/roast-turkey-with-baking-tray?ls=r&ref=purchases_contextual_recs-3&pro=1&sts=1&dd=1&content_source=f991585084d52fd6198ddb6fc2a540bf%253ALT52ca1e160cc7a4c4f2b7b6fa6c9bf49e16346fee&logging_key=f991585084d52fd6198ddb6fc2a540bf%3ALT52ca1e160cc7a4c4f2b7b6fa6c9bf49e16346fee

S‘I'elo 1: Prin+in<3 the Miniature Tur|<e\/|
I printed my miniature +ur|<ey using my Bambu Lab P1S filament 3D printer. I always

check my settings and the oloJeC'I' size before I print. For my 1:12 scaole dollhouse, I
wanted a generously sized Thanksgiving +ur|<ey, so | based the proportions on an
approxima'l'e|y 18-inch +ur|<ey in a 2Y-inch roasting pan.

¢ GoAlongs Tip — Getting the Scale Right

At 1:12 scale, an 18-inch +ur~|<ey measures 1%2 inches (38 mm), while a 24-inch roasting
Ioom measures 2 inches (51 mm). V\H'\en resizing your STL Fi|e in Bam|ou S‘I‘udio, remember
to keep the proportions locked so the turkey and roasting pan scale correctly.
Step 2: A

|o_|ying the Base (oot

Once my '|'ur|<ey was printed, I applied a |i3|f\'|"¢0|oreo| base coat of acrylic craft paint.
This gave me a 3ooo| starting point for |oui|din3 up the 3o|o|en and brown colors of a
roasted turkey. In addition to providing a good foundation for the layers of color, the
paint helps fill in and soften some of the visible 3D printer layer lines, giving the

miniature a smoother, more realistic dppearance.

Depending on the print cLua|i'|'y, you maty need more than one thin coat to achieve the
finish you want. Alow each coat to o|ry before adding another so you dont obscure the
finer details of the model.

¥ GoA|ongs Tip — Make Potinﬂng Tiny Objects Easier!

Painﬁng +iny miniatures can be 'I'ric|<y when you're cons'l'cxnﬂy +rying to hold them without
'I'ouching the wet PainH

One of my favorite tricks is to attach the miniature to a wooden craft stick using a
small piece of double-sided tape. This gives me o convenient handle so I can rotate the
piece and paint it from different om3|es without getting paint all over my Fingers.

If the tape is too s'I'ic|<y, I simply touch the adhesive |i3|w+|y with my Finger'l'ip a few
times. The natural oils from my skin reduce the tackiness just enough to make removing

the finished miniature easier.

© GoA|ongs, 2026 | GoA|on<js.COm



S+e|o 3: Bullclmg Realistic Roasted Colors o |
Before I started painting, I adﬂ'\ered several Pl’\o+ogr‘dpl'\s o'F real, oven-roasted

Tl’\anksglvmg +ur~|<eys to use as color references. One +|'un3 you” notice when |oo|<m3 c|ose|y
at o roasted +ur|<ey is that the skin isn't just one shade of brown. There are beautiful

variations of 3o|o|en ye”ow, warm amber, toasted brown, and oleeper roasted colors.

I Ioegom |oui|o|in3 up these colors 8rcdua||y, using thin |ayers of acrylic craft paint. Rather
than covering the entire +ur~|<ey with one uniform shade, I worked with the notural contours

of the model, allowing some areas to remain ligHer while aololing oleeper colors to others.

To create subtle variations in the surface color, I used a combination of small
paintbrushes, a fine-textured pottery sponge, and an old toothbrush. By |i3|'\+|y dabbing
paint onto the surface, I could add irre3u|ar |oa+c|'\es of color without creaﬁng obvious
brushstrokes.

To give the +ur*|(ey more o|e|o‘|‘|'\, I also used darker shades of paint in the creases and
recessed areas around the wings, legs, and other details. This helped emphasize the natural
contours of the bird and created the shadows you would see on a real roasted 'I'urkey.
The contrast between the darker creases and the |i3|1'|'er go|o|en areas made a big

difference in the finished appearance.
The amount of color variation is rea”y o maotter of Persona| prewc\erence. I wanted my

'I'url(ey to have a na‘l‘urclly roasted appedrance, so I |<e|o+ the effect Fairly subtle and
continued |qyerin3 until I was I"O‘PPY with the result.
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GoAongs Tip — A Little Paint Goes a Long Wayl

[l(=4

WNhen using o sponge or toothbrush to add color, start with very little paint. You can
always add morel Liglfrl'ly dab the tool on scrap paper first to remove excess paint,
then grddua”y build up the color on your miniature.

Dont be afraid to refer back to your inspiration Pho‘l‘ogrdpks ‘|'|'\rou3|'\ou+ the process.

Those little variations in color are what |'\e||o bring your miniature food to lifel

S‘I'elo H - S+y|i_n<3 the Miniature Turkeyl
I |o|aceo| the +ur|<ey in o miniature serving pan and added some greenery and tiny lemon

slices to create o more realistic presen+0\‘|‘ion.

The greenery is ac+ua||y an inexpensive |qno|sca|oin3 material used for miniature models
and dioramas. You can find similar materials online at Places like Temu and other
miniature su|o|o|y retailers. It's easy to |ou|| apart info little pieces, making it Ioemcecl' for

aololina greenery around minioature food.
I used museum wax to hold the individual pieces in |o|ace. Museum woyx is one of my
favorite little tricks for miniature olisp|ays because it |'\e||os |<ee|o ‘|'iny accessories from

s|io|in8 around or 'Fd”ing over.

I arromged the greenery and lemons around the 'I'ur|<ey until I was |f\0\|o|oy with the

Presen+a+ion.

GoAlongs Tip - Keeping Evererking in Placel

[l(=4

A +iny amount of museum wax can make arranging miniature scenes much easier. Use
Jus‘l‘ enough to secure each piece, especia”y when uuorl(ing with accessories that you may

want to r‘eloosi‘l'ion later.
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Step & Nhat Id Do Differently Today
One of the fun 'I‘hings about revisH‘ing an older PI"OJGC"' is seeing how much you've

learned! If I was to redo this proJec+ '|'oo|cxy I would:

e Add roots'fing juices and fat. Lool(ing back, the rods‘l‘incj pan is a little too cleanl A

=

real roasted +ur|<ey would have delicious juices and rendered fat co||ec+in3 around
the bottom of the pan. Aololing those details would hello make the scene even more

c.onvincina.

Give the lemons more texture and slf\olding. The miniature lemon slices add a nice pop
of color, but I would now add more surface texture and subtle chalk Pas+e|

shading. Small variations in color would make them look more natural.

Hide the museum wax more carewcu”y. If you look c|ose|y at some of my
Pho+ogr0\|o|'\s, you can spot a little of the museum wax I used to hold the pieces in
Iolace. Next time, I'd use smaller amounts and take more care to conceal it beneath
the decorations. For arr‘dngemen'l's I don't |o|om to change, like the lemons on the
cuH’ing board, I'd consider using a small amount of g|ue instead. That would

create o permanent arrangemen'l' without any visible wax.

GoA|ongs TIF) = Keep Your Edr|y PPOJGC'I' Photos!

Don‘l' delete your older lor*OJec‘l' |o|'\o'|'ogr*o\|o|'\s Jus‘l' because youve learned o better

+ec|'\n|oLue. Tl'\eyre a wonderful record of your creative Journey and can |’\e||o you see

how your skills o|eve|olo over time.

For more miniature tutorials and creative inspirot'l'ion, visit Go/\longs.com!
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